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when John Thoreau, the Jerseyman, came there to die in 1800, and such it remained during the mercantile days of John Thoreau, his son, who was brought up in a house on the public square, and learned the business of buying and selling in the store of Deacon White, close by. Pencil-making, the art by which he earned his modest livelihood during Henry Thoreau's youth, was introduced into Concord about 1812 by William Munroe, whose son has within ten years richly endowed the small free library from which Thoreau drew books, and to which he gave some of his own. In this handicraft, which was at times quite profitable, the younger Thoreaus assisted their father from time to time, and Henry acquired great skill in it ; even to the extent, says Mr. Emerson, of making as good a pencil as the best English ones. " His friends congratulated him that he had now opened his way to fortune. But he replied that he should never make another pencil. ' Why should I ? I would not do again what I have done once.' " Thoreau may have said this, but he afterward changed his mind, for he went on many years, at inter-